Deputy Blake Wright 
Honored With 12,504 
Fellow Slain Officers 


The widow of the late Wasatch 
County Deputy Blake Wright, who 
died fighting the wildfire west of 
Midway last August, added a red 
rose representing her husband to 
143 other red roses in a temporary 
memorial to all the law enforce- 
ment officers in the U.S. who lost 
their lives in the line of duty during 
the past year. 

Vanette Wright and her two old- 
est children, T. J. and Nick, joined 
the widows, families and friends of 
the other officers in a tribute to the 
slain officers in the third annual 
candlelight vigil in Washington 
D.C., May 12, sponsored by the 
National Fraternal Order of Police 
during National Police Week. 

. The names of all 12,504 federal, 
state and local law enforcement of- 
ficers who have died in the line of 
duty since 1794 will be listed on a 
permanent, $8.2 million National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memo- 
rial that will be dedicated next Oc- 
tober. 

Legislation authorizing the Na- 
tional Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial Fund, Inc., to establish 
the memorial on federal land in 
Washington D.C., was unani- 
mously approved by Congress and 
signed into law by President Rea- 
gan on Oct. 19, 1984. President 
Bush attended the memorial's 
groundbreaking ceremony Oct. 30, 
1989. i 

The memorial is being built on 
three acres of beautifully landscaped 
park land in Judiciary Square, and 
will feature an oval, tree-lined 


"pathway of remembrance". The - 


site is surrounded by court build- 
ings and is within walking distance 
of the U. tal, the Smithso- 
nian eS ce | other points of 
historical interest in the nation! s 


A names of the slain of- 
ficers will be displayed in marble 
panels on polished granite walls 
along the "pathway", with new 
names added annually. 

Mrs. Wright said a blue laser 
beam rises from the site and will be 
a permanent part of the memorial, 
as a tribute to America's "Thin 
Blue Line" of law enforcement 
officers. 

The chairman of the memorial 
fund, Craig Floyd, said he and his 
staff spent two years searching 
through the country's 15,432 police 
agencies to collect the names for 
the memorial. They discovered the 
first officer to die in the line of 
duty was U.S. Marshall Robert 
Forsyth, who was killed in Au- 
gusta Ga., in 1794, while serving a 


“warrant. 


The panels will include the 
names of the four youngest officers 
to die, all aged 19, as well as the 
oldest, 81-year-old Dotson "Pop" 
Sutton of Polaski County, MO, 
who was struck by a car in 1952. 

Floyd said the officers slain by 
famous criminals also will be 
memorialized, like the five that 
were killed by Billy the Kid in the 
1870s and the eight gunned down 
by Bonnie and Clyde in the 1930s. 

Mrs. Wright said helpful coun- 
seling and seminars were held for 
the families and co-workers of the 
officers for two days following the 
ceremony. 

So far, more than 700,000 
Americans have contributed over $7 
million to the memorial fund, but- 
$1.2 million is still needed to 
complete it. Tax-deductible contri- 
butions can be sent to the National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memo- 
rial Fund (NLEOMF), 1360 Bev- 
erly Rd., McLean, VA 22101, 
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